Crime & Deviance

Key Words

Anomie
Where modern social systems encourage excessive individualism – as a consequence there is a
general lack of agreement around norms and values – some commentators describe anomie as a
state of normlessness.
The context Dependency Deviance –
Whether or not an act is deviant depends on the society in which the act takes place, the historical
period, and the actors present. The context dependency of deviance emphasises the fact that the
same form of behaviour can be considered deviant in one society, but not deviant in another.
Corporate Crime
Crimes committed by or for corporations or businesses which act to further their interests and
have a serious physical or economic impact on employees, consumers and the general public. The
drive is usually the desire to increase profits.
Crime
The breach of rules or laws for which some governing authority can ultimately prescribe a
punishment – depending on the society this might ultimately mean imprisonment or the death
penalty.
Crimogenic Capitalism
The Marxist idea that the exploitative capitalist system generates crime. According to Marxists, the
self-interested pursuit of profit lies at the heart of the Capitalist system. The means whereby the
Capitalist class get rich is by exploiting workers through paying them as little as possible to
increase their profits, and they also encourage materialism, to increase demand for the goods they
produce. A final way capitalism generates crime is by creating inequality – resulting in a significant
number of people at the bottom of society (the underclass) who are effectively unable to consume
at a reasonable level.
Dark figure of crime
The amount of unreported, or undiscovered crime. These are the crimes which do not appear in
Official Police Statistics.
Deviance
Behaviour that varies from the accepted standard of normal behaviour in society. It implies that an
individual is breaking social norms in a negative way.
Dog Eat Dog Society
A phrase associated with Marxist Sociologist David Gordon who said that capitalist societies are
‘dog eat dog societies’ in which each individual company and each individual is encouraged to look
out for their own self-interest before the interests of others, before the interests of the
community, and before the protection of the environment.
Ideology

A set of cultural beliefs, values, and attitudes that underlie and justify either the status quo or
movements to change it. The culture of every social system has an ideology that serves to explain
and justify its own existence as a way of life. In Sociology, Marxists use the term the ‘dominant
ideology’ to refer to the world-view of the ruling class, which they present to everyone else as
normal – their world view passes of inequality and exploitation as normal and natural, thus
justifying their existence.
Ideological Functions
The idea that institutions such as schools and the media teach a set of norms and values which
work in the interests of the powerful and prevent social change. For example, Marxists say the
education system performs ‘ideological functions’ for the Capitalist system and the Bourgeois: they
believe that the norms of punctuality and acceptance of authority and hierarchy prepares us for
our future exploitation at work, which benefits future employers more than workers.
Labelling (detailed notes)
Labelling is the process of pre-judging/ categorising an individual based on superficial
characteristics or stereotypical assumptions. For example when a teacher decides a scruffy looking
student is not intelligent.
Moral Entrepreneurs
A moral entrepreneur is an individual, group or formal organization that seeks to influence a group
to adopt or maintain a norm. Moral entrepreneurs are those who take the lead in labelling a
particular behaviour and spreading or popularizing this label throughout society.
Neutralisation of Opposition
In Marxist theory resistance to capitalism and eventual revolution should come from the working
classes once they realise the injustice of the high level of exploitation they face. However,
according to Marxist criminologists, the criminal justice system works to get rid of opposition by
selectively locking up working class (Rather than middle class) criminals which prevents resistance
and revolution. Selective law enforcement does this in three main ways:
By literally incarcerating (‘incapacitating) thousands of people who could potentially be part of a
revolutionary movement.
By punishing individuals and making them responsible for their actions, defining these individuals
as ‘social failures’ we ignore the failings of the system that lead to the conditions of inequality and
poverty that create the conditions which lead to crime.
The imprisonment of many members of the underclass also sweeps out of sight the ‘worst jetsam
of Capitalist society’ such that we cannot see it, thus we are less aware of the injustice of
inequality in society.
Official Crime Statistics
Official Statistics are numerical information collected by the government and its agencies – the two
main types of crime statistics collected by government agencies are Police Recorded Crime, and
the Crime Survey of England and Wales. Crime statistics also encompass Prison Statistics, which
include information about the numbers and characteristics of prisoners.
Police recorded Crime
All crimes reported to and recorded by the police. Police forces around the country record crime in
categories that are outlined in the Home Office counting rules. These include: violence against the

person, sexual offences, robber, burglary, theft, handling stolen goods, fraud and forgery, criminal
damage, drug offences and ‘other offences’.
Rational Choice Theory
Believes individuals make rational (logical) decisions about whether or not to commit a crime the
crime rate is affected mainly by three factors – the available opportunities to commit crime, the
perceived risk of getting caught, and severity of the punishment the offender believes they will
receive if they are caught. According to Rational Choice Theory, the more opportunities to commit
crime, the lower the risk of getting caught and the lower the likelihood of punishment, then the
higher the crime rate will be.
Relative Deprivation
Lacking sufficient resources to maintain a standard of living or lifestyle which is regarded as
normal or average in a given society; or lacking sufficient resources to maintain a living standard
which is approved of by society. While it is possible to measure relative deprivation objectively,
there is a subjective element to this concept which can make it difficult to measure – an individual
can feel relatively deprived even when they are relatively well-off compared to the average, if they
have an unrealistic idea about what ‘the average is’. This concept is associated with Left Realism
and Jock Young’s Vertigo of Late Modernity especially.
Self-Report Studies
Surveys in which a selected cross section of the population is asked what offences they have
committed. A good example of a self-report study is the ‘Youth Lifestyles Survey’ – although the
last one was done over a decade ago.
Selective Law Enforcement
Where the police mainly focus on policing working class (and underclass) areas and the justice
system mainly focuses on prosecuting working and underclass criminals, while ignoring the crimes
of the elite and the middle classes, although both of these classes are just as likely to commit
crime as the working classes. A concept associated with Marxist criminologist David Gordon.
Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
Where an individual accepts their label and the the label becomes true in practice.
Social integration
Where people are connected to society through social institutions. The more connections an
individual has to social institutions, the more integrated an individual is to society. For example,
someone with a job, with a family, and who spends time with others in the community is more
integrated than an unemployed single loner.
Social Regulation
reaffirming the boundaries of acceptable behaviour. High levels of social regulation basically mean
explicit and clear rules and norms which set out clear social expectations. In Functionalist theory
an appropriate amount of social regulation is essential for preventing anomie which leads to high
levels of suicide and other forms of deviant and criminal behaviour.
Socially Constructed
Where something is the product of social processes rather than just being natural. For example,
most sociologists agree that crime is socially constructed because people in society decide what

crime is law breaking behaviour, and laws are made-up by people and change over time, thus
crime varies from society to society. Similarly, we can say that crime statistics are socially
constructed because they are the result of a series of social interactions – of people witnessing
and reporting crimes and then the police recording them, rather than the stats reflecting the
actual real number of crimes in any society.
Society of Saints
A phrase associated with Emile Durkheim which emphasises the inevitability and social necessity of
crime. Durkheim argued that even in a ‘society of saints’ populated by perfect individuals deviance
would still exist. In such a society there might be no murder or robbery, but there would still be
deviance. The general standards of behaviour would be so high that the slightest slip would be
regarded as a serious offence. Thus the individual who simply showed bad taste, or was merely
impolite, would attract strong disapproval.
Victim Surveys
Ask people whether they have been a victim of crime, typically in the previous 12 months. The
most comprehensive victim survey in England and Wales is the ‘Crime Survey of England and
Wales’.
Status frustration
A concept developed by Albert Cohen in Delinquent Boys (1956) – he used it to explain workingclass male delinquency as being a collective reaction against middle class success – working class
boys tried hard in school and failed to gain status, got frustrated, found each other and formed a
deviant subculture – status was gained within the subculture by being deviant and going against
the rules of the school.
Subculture
A group which has at least some norms and values which are different to those held in
mainstream society, and can thus be regarded as deviant.
The Underclass
A term first coined by American Sociologist Charles Murray (1989) – The underclass’ refers to the
long term unemployed who are effectively welfare dependent. They have higher rates of teen
pregnancies and single parent households and much higher crime rates. Some statistical analysis
suggests that the underclass (approximately 1% of the population) might commit as much as 50%
recorded crime in the UK.
White Collar Crime
White-collar crime refers to financially motivated nonviolent crime committed by business and
government professionals. Within criminology, it was first defined by sociologist Edwin Sutherland
in 1939 as “a crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course of
his occupation”.
Zero Tolerance Policing
Involves the police strictly enforcing every facet of law, including paying particular attention to
minor activities such as littering, begging, graffiti and other forms of antisocial behaviour. It

actually involves giving the police less freedom to use discretion –the police are obliged to hand
out strict penalties for criminal activity.

