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GCSE: How to revise

Tips:
Highlight information
Flash cards
Mind maps
Posters
Drawing pictures to represent
information
Acronyms
Singing!
Dancing!
Rhyme
Write, cover, check
Post it notes
Get someone to ask you questions
Gojimo app

Useful websites:
• https://www.aqa.org.uk/sub
jects/sociology/gcse/sociolo
gy-8192
• https://www.s-cool.co.uk/
• http://www.sociology.org.u
k/rload.htm
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/edu
cation/subjects/zbbw2hv
• https://quizlet.com/en-gb

GCSE: Sociology 9-1
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education
What’s assessed
• The sociology of families
• The sociology of education
• Social theory and methodology

1hour 45minutes
100 marks
50% overall grade
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification
What’s assessed
• The sociology of crime and deviance
• The sociology of social stratification
• Social theory and methodology
1hour 45minutes
100 marks
50% overall grade
Exam Structure:
1. Multiple choice (1)
2.
Multiple choice (1)
3.
Describe… (3)
4.
Identify and describe… (3)
5.
From Item A, examine one strength/ weakness… (2)
6.
Identify and explain one… (4)
7. Identify and explain one advantage/ disadvantage of using… to
investigate… (4)
8.
From Item B, identify and describe…. Including what you know
of their perspective on… (4)
9.
Identify one…. And explain how you would… (ethical issue, or
how you would carry out research) (4)
10. Discuss how far sociologists agree (12)
11. Discuss how far sociologists agree (12)

Paper 1: Family
Created a
summary
Different family structures: nuclear,
beanpole, reconstituted, same-sex,
lone-parent, extended
Reasons for the increase in family
diversity
Key Study: The Rapoports’
research on family diversity
Global diversity in families
Alternatives to a family: living
alone, living in dorms, commune,
Kibbutz
Key Study: Oakley’s views on the
conventional family
Different perspectives on the
nuclear family
Functionalist perspective on the
positive role of the family
Key Study: The two key functions
of the family according to Parsons
The Marxist perspective on the
negative role of the family
Key Study: Zaretsky’s views on
how the family serves capitalism
Feminist perspective on the
negative role of the family
Key Study: Delphy and Leonard’s
view on patriarchal nature of
families
Conjugal roles, and how they have
changed over time
Key Study: Young and Wilmott’s
views on the symmetrical family
How relationships have changed
within families over time
Contemporary issues eg arranged
marriage, toxic childhood, poor
socialisation
Trends in divorce and why these
have happened
Consequences of divorce and
perspectives on divorce
Trends in marriage and why these
have happened

Tested
myself

Exam practise
question

Paper 1 & 2: Research Methods
Created a
summary
The research process

Practical, ethical and theoretical
issues
Primary and secondary data

Validity and reliability

Sampling methods

Surveys

Questionnaires

Interviews

Participant observation

Non-participant observation

Official statistics

Ethical issues

Longitudinal studies

Mixed methods (using multiple
methods)
Content analysis

Tested myself

Exam practise
question

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Rapoport and Rapoport 1982
Perspective:
Method: Review of existing literature- Secondary sources in the form of research carried out
by other sociologists.
Theory:
Family diversity.
• The average size of households getting smaller
• Number of nuclear families declining
• Increase in same sex families
• Increase in reconstituted families
• Increase in cohabitation
• Increase in number of children being born outside of marriage.
Why?
Change in law
Social attitudes- less social stigma
Feminism- women’s attitudes towards marriage/
1970 equal pay act- women no longer dependant on men.
Secularisation
The Rapoport’s Highlighted 5 different aspects of family diversity:
1. Organisational: structure of families e.g. For example, some couples have joint
conjugal roles and two wage- earners, while others have segregated conjugal roles and
one wage earners
2. Cultural: values and religious beliefs. For example, there is a higher proportion of
female headed lone parents families among African Caribbean households and a
higher proportion of extended families in Asian households.
3. Class: e.g. how social class affects resources or how they discipline their children.
4. Life course: stage in life cycle e.g For example young newly married couples with
dependent children or retired couples whose children have grown up and left home
and widows who are living alone.
5. Cohort: period in history e.g For examples, they may have different views about the
morality of divorce or cohabitation. Less social stigma attached to getting divorced
now.
Their study was before the more open and accepting view of gay and lesbian families.
Criticisms:
• Functionalism: The nuclear family still exists. Roles are needed in society.
• Religion still exists.

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Ann Oakley 1982
Perspective: Liberal Feminist
Method: Secondary sources in the form of research carried out by other sociologists.
Theory:
• Addresses idea of conventional families – ‘nuclear families composed of legally married
couples, voluntarily choosing the parenthood of one or more children’
• Explores the power of this idea on gender inequalities
• Unequal as women are expected to do unpaid work inside of the home, whilst men are
expected to do paid work outside of the home.
• Women continue to depend upon men- economically.
• Examines the strains of being conventional and social control.
• People expect happiness, but the nuclear family can be stressful.
• Oakley, argues that Middle class are exploring other ways of living, e.g dual- worker.
• Lone-parent families are increasing.
• Norms are not changing across all social groups are the nuclear family continues to the
next generation.
Criticisms:
• Functionalism: The nuclear family still exists. Roles are needed in society.
• Research was before civil partnerships and same sex marriage- even more diversity
(Rapoports).
• Young and Willmott: norms are changing within the family – stratified diffusion.

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Talcott Parsons 1959
Perspective: Functionalist
Method: Secondary sources in the form of research carried out by other sociologists.
Theory:
Focused on middle class nuclear family in USA
Nuclear family performs two basic and universal functions, common to all societies:
• Primary socialisation Children are taught norms and values of society.
• Stabilisation of adult personalities family is like a ‘warm bath’
Warm bath analogy: family seen as a place of refuge, created by the mother whereby being
part of a family is like stepping into a warm bath
Argues that father and mother’s roles in the family are complimentary:
Instrumental role of the father – men are suited to this role as breadwinner and provider for
family’s physical needs
Expressive role of the mother – women are suited to this role as carer and nurturer,
providing for emotional needs

Criticisms:
• Feminism are critical as Parson’s theory is sexist it also presents an idealised picture of
the nuclear family and ignores the dark side of family life e.g Domestic violence (Dobash
and Dobash) and the oppression women face through patriarchy.
• Outdated theory
• Ignores ethnic diversity/ religion.
• Ignores alternatives to the nuclear family (Post-modernism) / Kibbutzim
• Marxist are critical as it ignores social class/ exploitation faced, and the dark side of the
family. On the other hand agrees that the nuclear family does have a function in societybut to serve the interest of capitalism.

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Zaretsky 1976
Perspective: Marxism
Method: Secondary sources in the form of research carried out by other sociologists.
Theory:
• The rise in industry led to a split between family life (private) and work (public sphereeconomy)
• Capitalism has created an illusion that the economy is separate from the ‘private life’ of
the family
• The family supports the capitalist economy:
• It relies on the housewife role as unpaid labour and reproducing the next generation of
workers
• It acts as an vital unit of consumption- pester power.
• Only socialism will end the artificial separation of family and public life, making personal
fulfilment possible

Criticisms:
• Ignores that people get married because of love.
• Post-modernism argues that Zaretsky ignores family diversity.
• Feminsist (Oakley)- female oppression due to patriarchy not capitalism.
• Functionalism (Parsons)- safe heaven for support.

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Young and Willmott 1973
Perspective: Functionalist
Method: Face to face- structured interviews. Interviewed sample of nearly 2000 people in
Greater London and surrounding areas.
Theory:
Found that the family was becoming more symmetrical, with similar but not identical roles,
equal contributions to household work, and shared decision making.
Identified four stages of family life:
Stage 1: The pre-industrial family
Stage 2: Early industrial family
Stage 3: The symmetrical / privatised nuclear family
Emerged in middle classes but spread into and common in working classes, reflecting the
boring and repetitive nature of paid manual jobs leading to more focus on home life
Nuclear family at he expense of extended family; home centred and privatised; more time
spent with family
Symmetrical roles – less segregated, more equal – household chores and decisions; not
interchangeable but equally important
Reasons for rise in symmetrical family:
Money – increase in male wages and employment in women; better living standards
Decrease in male mortality and unemployment rate
Increased geographic mobility
Less children – enables wives to get work. Economic equality between spouses
Stage 4: The asymmetrical family
Principle of stratified diffusion – what happens at the top of the stratification system today
will diffuse down tomorrow
Studied sample of managing directors' families; these were to become work centred rather
than home centred with the wife responsible for domestic work
Criticisms:
• Feminists, including Oakley critical – little evidence of symmetry or a move from working
class towards stage four

Paper 1: Family
Key Studies
Study: Delphy and Leonard 1992
Perspective: Radical Feminists
Method: Secondary sources in the form of research carried out by other sociologists.
Theory:
• Emphasises the importance that work plays in gender inequalities
• Men gain the most from the exploitation of women’s labour, not capitalism
• The family plays a major role in maintaining and reinforcing patriarchy
• Family is an economic system involving a division of labour which exploits women but
benefits men
• Women are oppressed as their work is adopted within the family
• For example, women may be employed outside the home but still expected to do
domestic chores when they get home – work is not shared equally with their male
partners

Criticisms:
• Marxism family is oppressive because of capitalism not patriarchy.
• Functionalism, the family has a place in society- women’s role= expressive role, this is a
biological role and therefore something which women are born to do (Parsons).
• Post Modernism- the family is diversifying not all families are patriarchal (Rapoports)
• Young & Willmott- families are changing- becoming more symmetrical.

