Macbeth Knowledge Organiser
Plot Summary:

Context:

Act I scene i – The three witches gather to meet Macbeth and Banquo.
Act I scene ii – Duncan hears that the Thane of Cawdor has betrayed him, and that Macbeth has proven himself to be a
hero.
Act I scene iii – Macbeth and Banquo hear the predictions from the witches that Macbeth will be Thane of Cawdor
and the next king, and Banquo’s children will be kings. Ross arrives and tells Macbeth that he is the new Thane of
Cawdor.
Act I scene iv – Duncan decides to make his son Malcolm the heir to his throne and tells Macbeth that he will visit his
castle.
Act I scene v – Lady Macbeth reads a letter from her husband about the events so far, and invokes the spirits to give
her the strength to do what needs to be done to murder the King.
Act I scene vi – Duncan arrives at Macbeth’s castle and is
Act II scene i – Banquo feels uneasy about the night. Macbeth makes his way to Duncan’s room to kill him and sees a
dagger floating in the air before him.
Act II scene ii – Macbeth forgets to leave the bloody daggers in Duncan’s room after the murder and Lady Macbeth
berates him before putting them back.
Act II scene iii – Duncan’s body is discovered by Macduff the next day. Macbeth pretends to be angry and kills the
servants to keep them out of the way. Duncan’s sons, Malcolm & Donalbain, flee the castle.
Act II scene iv – Macduff reports that suspicion for the murder has fallen on the kin’s sons; Macbeth has travelled to
Scone to be crowned.
welcomed by Lady Macbeth.
Act III scene i – Macbeth is king and Banquo is suspicious about how the witches’ predications have come true.
Macbeth convinces murderers to assassinate Banquo.
Act III scene ii – Lady Macbeth tries to get her husband to talk to her about his plans but he refuses.
Act III scene iii – Banquo is murdered but his son, Fleance, escapes.
Act III scene iv – At a feast that night, Macbeth sees the ghost of Banquo and acts strangely in front of his guests.
Lady Macbeth tries to convince everyone this is normal behaviour.
Act III scene v – The witches discuss events so far; Hecate, the ruler of the witches, predicts the downfall of Macbeth.
Act III scene vi – Macduff has left for England to rouse support against Macbeth as suspicion and grows against the
new king.
Act IV scene i – Macbeth meets the witches who show him a series of apparitions. They tell him to beware Macduff,
that he cannot be harmed by anyone ‘born of a woman’ and that he will be safe until Birnam Wood moves to the
castle at Dunsinane. They also show him a line of Banquo’s heirs. Macbeth decides to murder Macduff’s family as a
result of the first apparition.
Act IV scene ii – Macbeth’s murderers kill Lady Macduff and her children.
Act IV scene iii – Macduff and Malcolm discuss what it means to be kind. Macduff discovers his family’s murder and,
with Malcolm, leads an army to attack Macbeth.
Act V scene i – A doctor and Lady Macbeth’s servant watch Lady Macbeth sleep walking and trying to wash an
imaginary blood spot from her hands.
Act V scene ii – Malcolm’s army is at Birnam Wood and hear reports that Macbeth’s supporters are deserting him.
Act V scene iii – Macbeth is under siege and places all his hope in the predictions from the witches.
Act V scene iv – Malcolm orders his army to cut down branches from Birnam Wood to disguise the number of soldiers.
Act V scene v – Macbeth is told of his wife’s death and about the news that Birnam Wood seems to be approaching.
He resolves to die fighting.
Act V scene vi - ix – Macbeth is killed by Macduff (who reveals he was delivered by caesarean and so not properly
‘born’). Malcolm becomes the new king of Scotland and order is restored.

King James I - Macbeth was likely written in 1606, early in the reign
of James I, who succeeded to the English throne in 1603 after being
King of Scotland. The play pays homage to the king’s Scottish
lineage and hatred of witches. Additionally, the witches’ prophecy
that Banquo will found a line of kings is a nod to James’s family’s
claim to have descended from the historical Banquo.
The Divine Right of Kings – the idea that kings got their power from
God and not from their subject. James I was a believer in this, and
the idea meant that any treasonous activity was a crime against
God. Only a century earlier, England had suffered under the
massive disorder of the Wars of the Roses, so many supported the
idea to avoid civil unrest.
Patriarchy – patriarchal societies are those in which men dominate,
and inheritance passes through male heirs.
Gender –Macbeth and Macbeth switch between having masculine
and feminine characteristics. In the play, gender is often linked to
ambition and a willingness to do anything to achieve power.
Women – Women were expected to obey everything that their
husbands said. They were expected to be faithful and respectful at
all times. They would have been regarded as a possession, first
owned by the father, then given to and owned by the husband.
Women were supposed to be religious and hate violence of any
kind. They were considered the delicate, “fairer” sex and they
should be quiet and reserved, always respecting the wishes and
opinions of the males in their lives.
Adam, Eve and the serpent – in the bible, Adam and Eve live
peacefully in the Garden of Eden until Eve is tempted by the
serpent and eats the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge.
She convinces Adam to eat as well, and God curses them and
banishes them to Earth. The serpent is frequently alluded to in the
Macbeth.
Witchcraft – in Shakespeare’s time there was no scientific
knowledge to explain natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods
and droughts. One of the ways they accounted for the unexplained
was the idea of witches. In Elizabethan England hundreds of
thousands of women were tortured and executed in Europe
because they were accused of witchcraft The King wrote a book on
the subject entitled ‘Deamonologie’ and appealed to parliament to
pass the following act in 1563 which was still a part of English law
until 1951.

Key Characters:
Macbeth: Thane of Glamis
Lady Macbeth: his wife
Banquo: Macbeth’s best
friend
Fleance: Banquo’s son
Duncan: King of Scotland
Malcolm: Duncan’s eldest son
Donalbain: Duncan’s younger
son
Macduff: Thane of Fife
Lady Macduff: his wife
Ross, Lennox, Angus: Scottish
nobles
Siward (and young Siward) –
English Earl fighting for
Malcolm (and his son)
The witches: supernatural
beings who predict events in
the play.
Hecate – Queen of the
witches

Key Themes:
Supernatural
Gender
Fate
Murder
Ambition
Guilt
Insanity
Appearance
Revenge
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Key Quotes:

Methods:

Sentence Starters:

Act 1. The witches: ‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair’
(Sc. 1)
Captain: ‘brave Macbeth—well he deserves that
name’ (Sc. 2)
Lady Macbeth: ‘Yet do I fear thy nature; It is too full
o' the milk of human kindness.’ (Sc.5)
Lady Macbeth: ‘Look like the innocent flower, but
be the serpent under't.’ (Sc.5)
Lady Macbeth: ‘un-sex me here, And fill me from
the crown to the toe topfull of direst cruelty’ (Sc. 5)
Macbeth: I have no spur to prick the sides of my
intent, but only vaulting ambition which o’erleaps

Simile – A phrase comparing one thing to another, using as or like.
Metaphor – A phrase comparing one thing to another, without using
as or like.)
Personification – A phrase giving human characteristics to a nonhuman object.
Imagery – Words or phrases that create visual images.
Emotive language – Words that create feeling and emotion.
Colloquial language – Words that are informal and slang.
Semantic field – A group of words that follow the same theme.
Rhetorical question – A question that does not require an answer.
Alliteration – Words close together that begin with the same
sounding letter.
Assonance – Words close together that begin with a vowel sound.
Sibilance – Words close together that begin with an ‘s’ sound.
Oxymoron – A phrase using contradictory words.
Onomatopoeia – Words that create a sound.
Symbolism – The representation of ideas in images or motifs.
Punctuation – Marks used to separate or express meaning.
Repetition – A word or phrase that is repeated.
Dialogue – Words that are spoken by a character.
Perspective – A point of view. Text can be written form a first (I),
second (you) or third person (he/she/they) perspective.
Sentence structures – The way that sentences are put together.
Sentences can be simple (main clause), compound (main clauses
joined with a conjunction, comma or semi colon) or complex (main
and subordinate clauses).
Foreshadowing – A hint or a warning of something in the future.
Withholding – A technique where the author to holds back important
information.
Juxtaposition – Two concepts, themes, ideas or characters that are
contrasting or opposite.
Stage directions – an instruction indicating the movement, position,
or tone of an actor, sound effects and lighting.

Shakespeare
criticises/ridicules/endorses/challenge
s…

itself’ (Sc. 7)
Macbeth: ‘I dare do all that may become a man;
who dares do more is none.’ (Sc.7)
Lady Macbeth: ‘I have given suck and know how
tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me’ (Sc. 7)
Act 2. Macbeth: ‘Is this a dagger which I see before
me, the handle toward my hand?’ (Sc. 1)
Macbeth: ‘Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this
blood clean from my hand?’ (Sc.2)
Lady Macbeth: ‘My hands are of your colour, but I
shame to wear a heart so white.’(Sc. 2)
Act 3. Macbeth: ‘upon my head they placed a
fruitless crown, and put a barren sceptre in my
gripe’ (Sc. 2)
Macbeth: ‘We have scorch’d the snake, not kill’d it.’
(Sc. 2)
Macbeth: ‘O full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!’
(Sc.2)
Act 4. The witches’ apparitions: ‘beware Macduff’,
‘none of woman born shall harm Macbeth’, ‘Great
Birnam wood…shall come against him’ (Sc. 1)
Act 5. Lady Macbeth: ‘Out, damned spot!’ (Sc. 1)
Macbeth: ‘Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a
1.
walking shadow’ (Sc. 5)
Macbeth says life is: ‘a tale told by an idiot, full of
sound and fury, signifying nothing.’ (Sc. 5)
Macduff: ‘Macduff was from his mother’s womb
untimely ripp’d.’ (Sc. 8)
Malcolm: ‘Of this dead butcher and his fiend-like
queen’ (Sc. 8)

Asides - a remark or passage in a play that is intended to be heard by
the audience but is supposed to be unheard by the other characters in
the play.
Soliloquy – Thoughts spoken aloud by a character.
Dramatic irony – A technique where the audience knows more than a
character.

Quote (embedded)
Shakespeare is revealing… (his
ideas/context)
In particular, Shakespeare’s use of
(method) implies …

Key Words:
Patriarchy – a male
dominated society
Matriarchy – a female
dominated society
Regicide – the murder of a
monarch
Jacobean – the era of James
I’s reign
Divine Right – the belief
that Kings were chosen for
the throne by God
Ambition – the desire to
succeed
Prophecy – a prediction
Infanticide – the murder of
a child
Supernatural – a being or
event beyond natural
understanding
Apparition – a ghost
Hallucination – a vision or
delusion
Insanity – madness
Guilt – the feeling of
remorse for a wrongdoing
Despair – hopelessness
Tragedy – a disaster or a
play with an unhappy
ending
The Uncanny – Freudian
theory where something
appears familiar, yet
unfamiliar at the same time

