
RIGHT TRACK

TARA’S STORY
Right Track is an on-going programme run by

Aspire to HE that is designed to raise

aspirations, break down barriers and inform

progression to higher education. The

programme begins in year 10 and is targeted

at pupils who have the potential to progress

to higher education. 

Pupils take part in a variety of events, including

subject taster sessions delivered at the

University of Wolverhampton, and are provided

with information, advice and guidance on

higher education, student finance, courses and

careers, as well as being given the opportunity

to map and set future goals.



Tara is a year eleven pupil at Ormiston Shelfield
Community Academy in Walsall and is currently
studying for her GCSEs. She has been a
participant in Aspire to HE’s Right Track
programme, including taking part in the Summer
School in July 2018 and being mentored at school
by an Aspire Ambassador.  

She has found taking part in the Aspire to HE Right
Track programme has helped her gain a better
understanding of higher education. “I found it
really useful to talk to people who have been
through higher education and their perspectives
on it because you never really get an
understanding unless you talk to someone who’s
already been through it,” she says. This boosted
her understanding of university and higher
education, “which made me more inspired to go
on to it.”

It’s made me believe in myself to
inspire me to go on. Anybody
from anywhere can do it.

The only other person in her family who has been
to university is her brother, and he had only just
started when Tara began to take part in Aspire to
HE events. “There was not much knowledge in
my family whatsoever,” she explains. 

Before taking part in Right Track, she was unsure
about whether she would want to progress to
higher education and felt she didn’t have a strong
understanding of what it involved. “I knew it was
there but not a lot to it. But now I really want to
go, it seems like a good opportunity for me and
my future. It’s opened my window loads and I
feel like there are more opportunities now than
there was before.”

Like many young people, one of Tara’s worries about
higher education was the price. But, through Aspire
to HE activities, she has gained an understanding of
how student finance works. She still has some
anxieties around progressing to higher education, in
particular the question of whether she’d want to
move to a new location or stay based at home, but
Right Track has helped demystify university for her.

Taking part in the Aspire to HE programme has
given Tara more confidence. “It’s made me believe
in myself to inspire me to go on. Anybody from
anywhere can do it.” 

It has changed her perceptions of higher education
too. “I think it’s made me more aware of it and
that there are more possibilities in higher
education, because I always thought it was a set
path, like you had to go through this route,
whereas it’s changed my perspectives as there’s
more than one door to each opportunity. It
doesn’t just lead to one place – it can open many
other doors.”

Tara shared her story in an inspiring talk to current
year ten pupils in November 2018 at the Right
Track launch event at the University of
Wolverhampton. She told this year’s Right Track
cohort that “when a window of opportunity
appears, don’t pull down the shade, because you
never know where it might lead!”

Thinking ahead to her own future, Tara hopes to
stay on at Shelfield after she has completed her
GCSEs and study for A Levels in biology, chemistry
and maths. She would then like to progress to
either study at medical school or do a degree in
one of her A Level subject choices.

Reflecting on Aspire to HE and progressing to
university, Tara comments: “I just think it’s a great
opportunity for everybody and that everybody
should consider their opportunities and consider
what university or higher education can get you
to. I think it opens your knowledge.”
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ASPIRE TO HE
Aspire to HE is a part of the National Collaborative
Outreach Programme (NCOP), which aims to
increase the number of disadvantaged young
people entering higher education, by bringing
together partnerships of universities, colleges and
schools. In working together, Aspire HE is aiming to
ensure that regardless of their context or
background, all young people have a fair and equal
chance of fulfilling their potential. 

At Aspire to HE, our vision drives everything we
do. Working across the Black Country and Telford
and Wrekin, our team wants every young person in
our region to be in a position to make an informed
and ambitious decision about higher education
and their future. 

Lead by the University of Wolverhampton and in
partnership with seven further education colleges,
we are working in all 29 of our target wards
across Sandwell, Dudley, Walsall, Wolverhampton,
and Telford and Wrekin. Within those wards,
Aspire to HE has 39 partner schools each with its
own Aspire to HE Lead Teacher who is
fundamental to the project. 

Since January 2017 Aspire to HE has worked with
over 22 thousand learners, 10 thousand of those
are from an NCOP target ward, and over 6
thousand pupils have engaged with us on a
sustained programme – which means we will work
with them multiple times throughout the project. 


