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Principal’s Welcome
Welcome to Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy Sixth Form.  This year we are celebrating 
the academy’s best ever A Level Results.  The sixth form, rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofsted this year, 
gained an average improvement of a whole grade in just one year.
Students at Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy Sixth Form do fantastically well and 
students gained a high number of A*-B grades across the sixth form.  
Across the vocational and A Level subjects 65% of students achieved at least one grade at 
this higher level. In the core subjects of English, mathematics and all three sciences there 
was not only a 100% pass rate but over 70% of students in each subject gained the higher 
grades of A*-C.
I am always incredibly proud of our students’ achievements and last year we saw some 
tremendous individual successes:
Rose Bennett achieved some outstanding A Level results including an A* in Biology, an A* in 
Chemistry, an A in Mathematics as well as a B in English.  Rose has been 
accepted to study Natural Sciences at the esteemed Russell Group 
University, the University of Durham.
Bethany Lee, is another one of the successful Russell Group applicants, 
accepted to study Law at University of Birmingham.  She achieved 
A grades in both history and sociology, and a B in English.
An incredible 75% of our students went on to achieve university 
places this year – all of those who applied for places were 
successful!  
We welcome students into our Sixth Form who are committed 
to their studies and want to achieve.  We have high expectations 
of our students and as a result, achievement is high!
This prospectus will provide you with the information you need 
in order to make the right decisions about option choices into 
the sixth form.  When you are choosing subjects you should 
consider subjects you are already good at and which relate to your 
future aspirations.  If you already have a university course in mind 
you should select subjects which will support these ambitions.  You 
will be offered an interview to discuss your options so that you can 
make an informed choice with confidence.
A range of enrichment opportunities and visits as well as leadership 
opportunities such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme are 
also available to our Sixth Form students.
This is an exciting time for you.  Students at our Sixth Form are 
confident, responsible and successful and make us proud on a 
daily basis – we look forward to you joining us!

Paula Arrowsmith (Principal)
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Life in the Sixth Form
Your transition from Year 11 will be well supported and our Post -16 teaching and learning 
provision will provide you with every opportunity to successfully progress into higher education, 
employment or training. 

We are committed to ensuring the success of every student and have a dedicated team of 
staff, led by Mrs Davies-Hadley, Director of Sixth Form and Miss Wilson, Sixth Form Guidance 
Manager.  Each student is assigned a personal Post -16 mentor who meets students on a daily 
basis, providing constant advice and guidance. 
Student progress is continually monitored through regular assessment to ensure they are 
meeting their targets and 
therefore on course to achieve 
their potential.  

All our staff take enormous pride 
in working with our students. 
We believe that Sixth Formers 
are very important to our 
academy community as 
they provide the tone for the 
academy. We encourage them 
to take responsibility within 
school and the local community. 
Our aim is to help them 
develop, both personally and 
academically, into mature, well-
rounded, caring and confident 
citizens equipped for the 
challenges that lie ahead of them. 

Sixth Form students are role models for the rest of the academy and are required to uphold 
and embody the standards expected of them. Students in the Sixth Form must consistently 
maintain appropriate personal standards of dress.

Sixth Form Facilities 
Our Sixth Form centre has been designed 
to help students develop the research and 
independence skills needed for their studies 
as well as being a crucial skill to acquire for life 
beyond school. The centre has a dedicated 
study area and sixth form teaching rooms 
which can also be used for personalised 
learning opportunities. The academy has 
excellent ICT facilities which incorporates 
state-of-the-art technology to complement 
learning and teaching. 
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“The Sixth Form, which was rated ‘good’ by Ofsted 
this year celebrated its best ever A-level results in 
the summer. In the last two years both A-level and 
vocational results have improved by an average of 
one and a half grades. The percentage of students 
gaining 3 A*-E grades at A Level has doubled over 
the last two years.” Mrs Davies-Hadley (Director of Sixth Form)



Enrichment Programme 
We believe education does not end at the classroom door and strongly encourage all our 
students to participate in extra-curricular activities. Sixth formers fulfil crucial leadership roles as 
Prefects and Mentors to the younger members of the academy community.  Our students are 
engaged in volunteering and organising charity work within the academy and local community.

Some aspects of academy life that Sixth Form students are involved in:

• Trained reading coaches providing literacy tuition and mentoring for younger students. 
• Lunch time supervisors.
• Leadership responsibility as Prefects.
• Our Football Academy students coach across the year groups and within the community.
• Librarians.
• Academy radio station
• Planning, preparation and implementation of the end of term events. 
• Supporting academy events.
• Student Leadership Team which is an essential representation of student voice within  
 the Sixth Form and academy.
• Participation in community cohesion projects.
• The opportunity to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

The Student Senior Leadership Team 
The Student Senior Leadership Team is made up of a group of students who represent the interests 
of students in our Sixth Form and make decisions on a variety of student related issues. It is an 
integral part of the Sixth Form community and members are elected by their peers to represent the 
interests of the student body. 
The roles and responsibilities of the Student Senior Leadership Team are broad and vary throughout 
the academic year. In the main they include:

• Acting as the Sixth Form student voice - members are ‘go to’ people for the Sixth Form 
student body to communicate ideas to the Sixth Form team. 

The Student Leadership Team also help by:

• Organising social events
• Organising charity events and fundraisers
• Leading community cohesion projects
• Mentoring younger students
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“ There is good provision in the sixth form. Students achieve 
well and receive good teaching, support and guidance. An 
increasing proportion of students continue their studies in 
Year 12 and Year 13 and go on to university or college. The 
sixth form is well led and managed.” Ofsted 2015
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“While at Shelfield I have experienced nothing but the up most 
support and motivation from my Head of Sixth Form and all of my 
teachers.  Always being able to ask questions at any time and get 
help and assistance whenever it is needed. I greatly appreciate this 
feeling of equal priority and have found it to be incredibly helpful in my 
studies as I embark on my final year. The whole environment while 
being enjoyable and continuously supportive, manages to provide you 
with the independence you’ll need to prepare for higher education”

Christian (Head Boy) 

“ Leadership and teaching are good in the sixth 
form. Leaders and staff use and analyse sixth form 
assessment information robustly. This informs the 
staff how well students have progressed from their 
starting points.” Ofsted 2015 

“ There is good provision in the sixth form. Students achieve 
well and receive good teaching, support and guidance. An 
increasing proportion of students continue their studies in 
Year 12 and Year 13 and go on to university or college. The 
sixth form is well led and managed.” Ofsted 2015



Our Post -16 Curriculum
We continue to adapt and develop our 
curriculum to meet the needs and aspirations 
of our students and aim to offer a curriculum 
that reflects the range of ability, interests and 
aptitude of the cohort. 
When you are choosing subjects that will 
make up your Programme of Study, it is 
important that you choose subjects that 
you are interested in and enjoy. You should 
consider subjects that you are good at 
and which relate to your future careers 
aspirations. If you already have a university 
course or job in mind it is essential that you 
select subjects which will support these 
ambitions. All applicants are offered an 
interview to discuss the options available to 
them to ensure they can make an informed 
choice.  

We offer two Post -16 pathways:
  

‘AS’ and ‘A’ Level Pathway 
Art, Biology, Business Studies, Computer 
Science, Combined English, Mathematics,  
Chemistry, Media, Economics, French, 
Spanish, PE, Physics, Psychology, English 
Literature, Geography, Product Design, 
Health and Social Care, History, Sociology.
To undertake advanced level courses you 
will require a minimum of five GCSEs in five 
separate subjects at grade C or above, 
including English and Mathematics. BTEC 
qualifications will count as 1 subject and 
must be graded a Distinction or above.  To 
study Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, 
Combined English, Physics, English Literature 
and Mathematics a GCSE grade B is 
required. 

Vocational BTEC pathway 
(including Football Academy).
BTEC Level 3 and Applied Courses: Art and 
Design, Business Studies, Health and Social 
Care, ICT, Media Studies, Music, Performing 
Arts, Personal and Business Finance, Sport, 

Technology—Design Crafts, Travel   and 
Tourism and Football Academy.  

To undertake vocational courses you will 
require a minimum of five GCSEs in five 
separate subjects, graded a D or above. 
Each BTEC qualification will count as one 
subject. 

A minimum of either two D’s in English and 
Maths or a C and an E is required. 

What are your next steps?
 » To support you in the decision making 

process we will be holding a Post-16 Taster 
day.  This will be an opportunity for you to 
participate in a class room experience in the 
subject areas you are interested in.  
 » Research the options available to you; talk 

to subject teachers and also to the present 
Year 12 and 13 students.  
 » Mrs Davies-Hadley, Director of Sixth Form; 

Miss Wilson, Sixth Form Guidance Manager 
and our Aspirations Leader Miss Woodhouse 
are available to provide advice and guidance 
regarding courses which may be useful for 
the career(s) which interest you.
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Post -16 Reforms

You will be aware that the Government has embarked on a major programme of Post -16 
reforms. New AS and A-Level courses were introduced from September 2015. From this 
date:

• GCE AS and A-Level qualifications became separate qualifications. 
• AS levels are no longer allowed to contribute to an overall A-Level qualification. 
• All AS and A-Level courses will become fully linear with all examinations sat at the end of 
the course.

In the first stage of these reforms, new linear AS and A-Level courses were offered in English 
Language, English Literature, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History, Psychology, Art and 
Design, Business, Economics and Sociology with first teaching beginning September 2015.

From September 2016 subjects we offer for first teaching in the second stage will be 
Geography, Modern Foreign Languages and Physical Education.

All other AS and A-Level subjects will remain as they were and be changed at the final stage 
in 2017.
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Life after Sixth Form
The Post-16 team works closely with the academy’s Aspirations Leader to ensure students are 
provided with personalised support and guidance as they prepare to leave the academy and 
move into Higher Education, employment or training. 

The vast majority of our Year 13 students progress from Sixth Form to take places on under-
graduate courses at university. There has been a significant increase in the number of applications 
to Russell Group Universities in recent years.

Students who are endeavouring to pursue a university place are given help and encouragement 
throughout their time at Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy. This includes support through the 
application process and access to various forms of independent, impartial advice and guidance. 
The process also covers the practical elements of higher education, such as student finance and 
health.    

Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy, 
Broad Way, Pelsall, Walsall. WS4 1BW. 

www.scacademy.co.uk 
01922 685777

“Being in the last year of sixth form, I have experienced 
supportive and unforgettable encouragements from all my 
teachers, which I am very grateful for as it has enabled 
me to gain the right skills and qualifications for my future 
career.  I honestly believe that the decision of studying at 
sixth form should be your choice (not copying friends or 
thinking it’s something to pass the time) as it is a lot of 
hard work and requires independence of your own 
learning. However at Shelfield i can honestly say that 
the supportive experience helps massively with the life 
changing decisions.”

Sian (Head Girl)

Orminston Shelfield Community Academy

@shelfieldca Shelfield CA

6th Form Twitter Account
@ shelfield6thform

“ Thorough and good quality careers advice, 
information, guidance and support helps 
students to make informed choices about the 
next steps in their career options. All students 
that left last year are in education, employment 
or training. All students who applied to 
university have been accepted on condition 
of their grade outcomes, gaining their first 
choice and a number of others are planning 
to go on to scholarships (sport, for example), 
apprenticeships and training.”   Ofsted 2015


